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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, OGEN 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE RED ARMY TERRORISTS 

REF: 75 TRIPOLI 1284 

1 . JAPANESE AMB TOLD ME THAT TO BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE 
TERRORIST GROUP STILL IN TRIPOLI AT MEDITERRANEAN HOTEL. 
HE WAS ASSURED BY LIBYAN UNDERSECRETARY FOR INTERIOR 
BELGASEM IN MOST RECENT MEETING (END OF DECEMBER) THAT 
THERE WERE NO PLANS TO RELEASE GROUP. FURTHER ASSURED 
BY BELGASEM THAT IF PLANS WERE CHANGED HE WOULD BE 
INFORMED. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR BELIEVES BELGASEM WAS 
LEVELING WITH HIM. 

2. COMMENT: IF THE LIBYANS HOLD TO THIS COMMITMENT NOT 
TO RELEASE THE JRA TERRORISTS WITHOUT INFORMING THE 
JAPANESE EMBASSY, IT WILL MARK A SIGNIFICANT AND HOPEFUL 
DEPARTURE IN LIBYAN POLICY. WE KNOW OF NO OTHER CASE 
WHERE THE QADHAFI REGIME HAS ACCEPTED THE IDEA 

THAT ANOTHER GOVERNMENT HAS A LEGITIMATE INTEREST 
AND RIGHT TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF THE MOVEMENT 
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